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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To make the retaining amount of developer constant over the length 
direction of a gap, to prevent the developer from spilling, and to-restrain 
uneven electrostatic charge caused on the surface of a photosensitive drum. 

CONSTITUTION: The developing gap g<SB>2</SB> between a developing roller 16 
and the photosensitive drum 30 in the center in the length direction is larger 
than the developing gap g<SB>2</SB> at both ends in the length direction. 
Therefore, the developer 26 leaks more in the center of the gap g<SB>2</SB>, 
and the retaining amount of the developer 26 becomes nearly constant over the 
length direction of the gap g<SB>2</SB>. Then, charge is uniformly injected in 
the drum 30 from the roller 16 through the developer 26. Since a doctor blade 
28 is shorter than the roller 16, the developer 26 is prevented from spilling 
from both ends of the gap g<SB>2</SB>. 
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